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Instructions:   
1. These instructions are for a pint size jar, with ½ pint measurements in 

parenthesis. Cut your wire to size for your lanterns—about 2 ½ feet of 
wire for a pint mason jar (2 feet for a ½ pint jar). 

2. Wrap the wire around your pencil so it forms a loop around the pencil, 
about 8 inches from the end of the wire (6 inches for ½ pint).  Twist the 
wire 2 times at the loop to secure it in place.  You can remove the pencil 
from the loop for now.     

                 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

3. Position the wire under the lip of the jar, so the loop you created with 
the pencil is at one side the jar. Wrap the two lengths of wire extending 
out from the loop, around the jar (keeping them under the lip of the jar) 
twisting the two ends together at the other side where they meet.  You want 
to twist the ends tightly together so they form a ring around the jar. 

 

 

 

 

4.  Using your needle-nose pliers, pinch the twist you just made with the two 
wire ends, and twist them firmly 1-2 times, so the wire is looped very 
securely beneath the lip of the jar. 

5. Place the pencil back in the little loop you should still have on one side 
of the jar.  Turn the pencil 1-2 times—again, to further tighten the wire 
around the jar so it will remain securely in place.  Remove the pencil. chezbeeperbebe.blogspot.com 
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Mason Jar Lanterns 

Mr. Beeper, my 
husband, created the 
technique to make 
these lanterns—and 
here is how to make 
your own rustic little 
lanterns from mason 
jars… 
 

Supplies: 
1 pint or ½ pint mason 
jars 
2-2 ½ feet of bailing 
wire per lantern  
Sand 
Votive or tea light 
candles 
 

Tools: 
Pencil 
Wire cutters 
Needle Nose Pliers 
 

Optional: 
Metal hook or wooden 
peg for hanging 
 
Project URL with 
photos: 
http://chezbeeperbebe
.blogspot.com/2009/0
7/tutorial-how-to-
make-mason-jar-
lantern.html 

This mason jar lantern 
project and its instructions 

were created by Holly Keller 
of Beeper Bébé.  It is 

intended for personal use 
and may not be reproduced, 
copied, or re-used without 

permission from Holly 
Keller/ Beeper Bébé.  That 

said, please do use the 
instructions to make your 

own lanterns or lanterns for 
gifts.  Happy crafting! 

Mason  
Jar 

Loop you created with 
the pencil is 

positioned here 

Twist these two 
lengths of wire 

together 

Loop wire around pencil 
and twist to hold in place. This end of wire should 

be about 8 inches long 
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6. Take the one long end of wire you should have sticking out from one side of your jar, 
over the top of the jar to the opposite side, so it forms a handle.  Your handle should 
stand about 4 inches high at the top of the loop from the top of the jar. 

 

 

 

 

 

7. Thread the end of the wire handle through the loop you created with a pencil earlier, and 
bend the end of the wire so it forms a “hook” under the loop—pinch the hooked wire end 
closed  

8. Using your wire cutters, trim any excess wire still sticking out from the ends of the 
wire. 

9. Using your needle-nose pliers, bend your cut wire ends down so there are no sharp wire 
edge poking upwards. 

10. Pour about 1-2 inches of sand in the bottom of the jar, place a votive candle or tea 
light candle inside.   

11. Either hang these lanterns from pegs or hooks you have affixed to a fence or tree, or set 
them out.  Enjoy your summertime evening ambiance! 

 

 

Mason  
Jar 

Stick end of long wire 
through the loop you 
created with a pencil. 

These two parts of the wire 
should be twisted together 

securely 

Handle is approximately  
4 inches high 


